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ERCIM "ALAIN BENSOUSSAN" 
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 

 
 

 

Application guide 

 
 
This guide explains the principles of the “Alain Bensoussan” Fellowship Programme. This is a 
post-doctoral fellowship programme managed by ERCIM.  
 
ERCIM Member institutes: https://www.ercim.eu/about/members 
Subject areas: Informatics, Mathematics, Computer Science. 
Contact: fp-info@ercim.eu 
 

ABOUT  

 

ERCIM, the European Research Consortium for Informatics and Mathematics, manages a 
postdoctoral programme, the ERCIM “Alain Bensoussan” Fellowship Programme, to foster 
collaborative work within the European research community.  
 
The ERCIM “Alain Bensoussan” Fellowships are granted for a period of one year in an ERCIM 
member institute. During the fellowship stay, the postdoctoral fellows also receive support for 
research exchange(s) at ERCIM institutes and participation in conferences throughout Europe 
and the world.  An extension of the duration may be possible (up to one year), on request of 
the hosting organisation.  
 
Since its inception in 1991, over 790 fellows have benefited from the programme. The ERCIM 
“Alain Bensoussan” Fellowship Programme has enabled bright young postdoctoral scientists 
from all over the world to work on challenging researches within ERCIM member institutes. 
  

http://www.ercim.eu/about/members
http://www.ercim.eu/about/members
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APPLICATION OVERVIEW 

 

You can only apply online, within the specific deadlines, by submitting the required documents. 
To access the application form, an initial registration to the system is required at 
https://fellowship.ercim.eu/home/register. 

After registration, you will need to activate your user account. A dedicated link will be sent to 
your registered email address (please also check your spam box). After this activation, you will 
have access to the online application form via your ERCIM user online space. 

Applications directly sent to the contacts in the host ERCIM institutes or to ERCIM Office will 
not be taken into consideration.  

The programme’s calls for applicants are held twice a year, closing on March 31st (New) and 
September 30th. The application form is opened about one month prior to the application 
deadline.  

Applications can be submitted when all required information is complete. The interested 
applicants should send via the online system:  

• a detailed curriculum vitae; 
• a list of publications;  
• two scientific papers in English 
• contact details of two referees. 

As an option, a link to a self-presentation video and reference letter can be added.  

Please note that the submission of your application can not be sufficient to enter the 
evaluation process. An application is only regarded as complete once it has been submitted 
(not only saved) with all the required information and documents. It entails a pre-check by 
ERCIM Office. Therefore, after submission and before the deadline to apply, you will receive 
an email confirming the completeness or not of the submission. It is therefore strongly 
recommended to:  

• Submit your application several days before the deadline to correct it and re-submit it, 
if necessary, before the application closure date. 

• Check regularly your email box for looking at the messages sent by ERCIM.  
 
To sum up:  

• Please register at https://fellowship.ercim.eu/home/register.  
• Activate your user account (sent email: [Fellowship - ERCIM] New Account - activation 

link). 
• Complete the online application and submit it.  
• Check regularly your email box until the receipt of the ERCIM email with the title: 

[Fellowship - ERCIM] Application - Completeness check. 
  

https://fellowship.ercim.eu/home/register
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ELIGIBILITY 

Applications are accepted from candidates who meet the following criteria:  

 

PHD DEGREE 

You must hold a PhD degree or equivalent at the start of the fellowship, but not necessarily at 
the time the application is submitted.  

Applicants who already hold a PhD degree are eligible if they obtained their PhD degree during 
the previous eight-year period (prior to the year of the application deadline).  

As an example: An applicant with a PhD degree obtained on 1st January 2016 can apply 
for the September call 2024.  

 
Exceptions to this rule are made for applicants with prolonged career breaks due to parental 
leave and/or mandatory military/civil service in which case the time of the career break will 
not be counted. Additional exceptions might be made on a case-by-case basis for extraordinary 
personal circumstances, such as severe illness. In order to benefit from one of these 
exceptions, the ERCIM Office must be contacted prior to the application submission. Each 
career break period request will require justification.  
 
CV 

 
To apply you will have to upload a detailed CV in English, highlighting experience and 
achievements, including education and employment record (accepted formats: pdf, ps, doc, 
docx).  
Please do not insert sensitive data on it or in any other documents requested. 

The following personal data is considered ‘sensitive’ and is subject to specific processing 
conditions: 

• personal data revealing racial or ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or 
philosophical beliefs; 

• trade-union membership; 
• genetic data, biometric data processed solely to identify a human being; 
• health-related data; 
• data concerning a person’s sex life or sexual orientation. 

 
Before submitting your application, the applicant will have to certify this point.  
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PUBLICATIONS 

 
You must have two research papers accepted for publication or published in an international 
peer-reviewed journal at the time of the application. You must be one of the author(s) and the 
papers must be written in English. 
 
The following will not be considered:  

- Papers submitted or in preparation not yet accessible to the community 
- Patent applications 
- Abstract of presentations at conference 

In addition to the resume and list of publications, these two papers must be uploaded on the 
application portal. Only full versions (not only the abstract) are accepted. 

NB: The list of publications must be detailed and all the authors of the listed publications must 
be mentioned.  

MOBILITY 

 
The ERCIM “Alain Bensoussan” Fellowship Program is intended to promote international 
exchange. In order to encourage mobility: 
 

• A member institute will not be eligible to host a candidate of the same nationality. 
• A candidate cannot be hosted by a member institute, if by the application deadline for 

the call, he or she has already been working for this institute (including for PhD or 
postdoc studies) for a total of 6 months or more, during the last 3 years. 

 
Compliance with the mobility rule is strictly interpreted. Physical mobility in the host country 
is mandatory. Consequently, it is not possible to start this programme remotely or to work 
remotely outside the host country for the duration of the fellowship. 
 

OTHER CONDITIONS 

HOST ORGANISATION 

In the application form, you will have to select at least one favourite host organisation (up to 
four) among the ERCIM Members. This (these) choice(s) will have to be carefully motivated. 
You will have to provide concrete and specific reasons tailored to the institute of your choice, 
avoiding vagueness or generic statements. Your justification should authentically convey your 
eagerness to join this institute. Moreover, highlighting the alignment of your expertise with 
their research and identifying potential collaborators will significantly enhance the appeal of 
your application. 
 
There is no priority given to favourite institutes when you are selecting more than one 
organisation. Your application is also valid for other potential hosts, not mentioned as 
favourite. To exclude a potential host, you have to explicitly deselect it on the application form.  
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As an example: A Swedish applicant deselects CWI and selects NTNU as a 
favourite institute. The applicant can receive a grant from VTT. Nevertheless, 
the applicant will not be able to select RISE SICS AB (a Swedish applicant cannot 
apply for an institution in Sweden) and CWI will not be in the position to select 
the applicant.  

SCIENTIFIC SCOPE 

Proposals must be within ERCIM’s scientific scope. For the detailed list of topics, see ERCIM 
scientific fields of competencies: (https://www.ercim.eu/activity/expertise).  

In the application form, the candidate must:  

- Select up to three main scientific fields and three subtopics within each scientific field.  
- Fix the research area for which he/she expects to carry out the post-doc in ten words 

maximum.  
- Describe the proposed research project. It should contain concise information about 

his/her research intentions (max. 100 words). 

Tips for describing the research project 

• What do you propose to do? 
• What is innovative about the research? 
• What are the specific research goals and methodologies? 
• What is important or significant about the project? 
• Why do you want to undertake this project? 
• How will your project help further your academic or professional development? 
• What are your qualifications for carrying out this project? 

TWO REFEREES (MANDATORY) 

You will have to give the contact details of two referees.  The evaluators, if needed only, will 
contact them.  

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION(S) (NOT MANDATORY) 

If you wish, you can upload one document with letter(s) of recommendation (not mandatory).  
In such a case, the author should be individual(s) who can best speak to your ability to carry 
out your project. Your intellectual and professional preparation should be discussed. The 
letter(s) must be written in English and signed.  If there is more than one letter, these 
documents must be uploaded as a single document.  
The letter of recommendation is not supposed to be an acceptance letter from the potential 
host.  

LINK TO A VIDEO PRESENTING YOURSELF (NOT MANDATORY) 

You have the opportunity to present yourself and your research with a short (one minute) 
video. A simply recorded video with your webcam and uploaded to YouTube, for example, 
would be just fine. This is not mandatory but the potential host would appreciate to see who 
you are and what you would like to do during your fellowship. 
 

https://fellowship.ercim.eu/topics
https://fellowship.ercim.eu/topics
https://www.ercim.eu/activity/expertise
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RE-APPLICATION  

is permitted but the fellowship is restricted to two terms. Only one reselection is possible. In 
case of reselection, the applicant can’t be hosted by the same host organisation than the 
previous one.   

 

APPLICATION AND SELECTION PROCESS 

 
The applications are evaluated by scientists from ERCIM Institutes. After the confirmation by 
the evaluator that the applicant’s research area of interest matches with his/her scientific fields 
of expertise and is a strategic research area of the member institute, the evaluator will proceed 
to an online evaluation. The ERCIM Fellowship is targeted at the most promising researchers 
from all around the world. The primary selection criterion applied by all ERCIM evaluators is 
therefore scientific excellence. The evaluator will consider in particular the scientific expertise 
of the applicants and the quality of the scientific publications. He/she will also evaluate if the 
relevance of the research project fits with the research agenda of the host organisation. In 
addition, the previous mobility and/or professional experience(s) will be taken into account.  
 

TIMELINE (TIMING IS APPROXIMATE)  

• Submission to cut-off date: The candidates having submitted an application will receive 
a message from ERCIM Office confirming the eligibility (or not) of the application.  

• 0-5 weeks after cut-off date: Application evaluation.  
• 6-8 weeks after the cut-off date: Pre-selection by the host organisations. The number 

of allocated fellowships will be determined and the pre-selected candidates will be 
ranked by priority order. The number of pre-selected applications is usually twice the 
number of available fellowships in each round. 

• 9-10 weeks after the cut-off date: Selection decisions made internally at ERCIM. The 
Fellowship Programme contacts will confirm the selection. 

• 11 weeks after the cut-off date: Notification sent to the applicants with their status 
(selected, waiting list, not selected).  

•  12-13 weeks after the cut-off date: Replies sent by the candidates confirming their 
decisions to be granted or not. In case of refusal, the ERCIM Office will contact 
applicants on the waiting list.  

• When no more fellowship can be allocated, ERCIM Office closes the call.  

Successful applicants in the Spring Selection Round of the year are supposed to start their 
fellowship between April 1st and October 1st of the same year.  Successful applicants in the 
Autumn Selection Round must start their fellowships between October 1st and April 1st of the 
following year. For practical reasons, fellowships always start on the 1st day of the month.  

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 
ERCIM is committed to equal opportunity and diversity. Researchers wishing to obtain a 
fellowship within this programme do not suffer any discrimination based on race, skin color, 
religion, sex, nationality, origins, age, marital status or disability. 
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PRIVACY POLICY 

 
Privacy protection is of a particularly high priority for us. Our FP privacy policy can be found 
at https://fellowship.ercim.eu/home/privacy 
You will have to read and accept all the terms of the FP Privacy before applying. 

BENEFITS 

 

FELLOWSHIP DURATION  

Fellowships are awarded for a period of 12 months. An extension can be requested by the host 
organisation a few months before the end of the fellowship. The extension is limited to 12 
additional months. 

TWO TYPES OF CONTRACTS 

 
The fellows are appointed for 12 months either by a stipend (an agreement for a research 
training programme) or a working contract. The type of contract and the monthly allowance 
(for stipends) or salary (for working contracts) depend on the hosting institute (see table). The 
money received by the fellow might be subject to taxation.      
 
It should be noted that the stipend (Fellowship Agreement) does not constitute a contract of 
employment. As such, for instance, no contributions are made, on behalf of the fellow, in 
respect of unemployment insurance or either state or private retirement schemes. The fellow 
will not, therefore, be entitled to any unemployment or retirement benefits under the 
Fellowship Agreement. 
 
This allowance/salary will be transferred to the fellow's personal bank account (with an IBAN 
and a Swift code).  
 
The fellowship is strictly limited to the Fellow.  
 

INSURANCE 

For WORKING CONTRACTS, the fellow is covered by social insurance according to the national 
regulation of the hosting country. 

For STIPENDS the fellow is covered by personal health insurance provided by insurers selected 
by Campus France, the cost of which is paid by ERCIM-EEIG. The insurance also covers medical 
repatriation, the payment of a capital in the event of disability or death and a personal civil 
liability outside the country of origin.  
The insurance does not extend to the fellow's family. 
The duration of the insurance is strictly limited to the duration of the fellowship. 
The fellow will have to conform strictly to the modalities required by Campus France to obtain 
benefit of this insurance.  

https://fellowship.ercim.eu/home/privacy
https://fellowship.ercim.eu/information


Version 10                                                                                                                                                   8 | P a g e  
 

 

Details information on the Campus France insurance available on demand by email. 
No remote fellowship (i.e. outside country where is located the host organisation) is permitted. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCES 

 
Additional allowances, restricted to the fellow only are planned for covering:   
 

• Costs for travelling to and from the host organisation  
Costs for travelling to and from the host organisation will be reimbursed on the basis 
of an economic class airplane ticket or first-class train ticket. No moving expenses are 
allocated. The limit is 500 euros per trip (moving in/moving out).  
 

• Research Exchange Programme 
Fellows have to spend at least a one-week (5 working days) visit to another ERCIM 
member institute. ERCIM-EEIG will cover reasonable expenses (including but not 
limited to: travel, accommodation, meals) up to a maximum amount calculated on the 
basis of 100 euros per month over the fellowship period.  

 
• Participation in scientific conference(s) 

 
The fellow is encouraged to attend and to submit papers to scientific conference(s) 
during his or her fellowship. ERCIM-EEIG will cover registration costs and travelling 
expenses up to a maximum sum calculated at a rate of 100 euros per month under the 
condition that the fellow has an accepted paper at the conference.  
This additional allowance can also be used for covering processing fees for Open Access 
journals. 
 
The fellow will receive some more detailed reimbursement guidelines prior to his/her 
fellowship. 
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ANNEX I – ONLINE APPLICATION FORM  
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